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The Gospel of Matthew 

Week 4 – 10/13/2021 

 

Chapter 3 

- 1-3 

o John the Baptist was born into the priesthood. 

o His father was Zacharias 

o Isaiah 40:3-5 “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of 

the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall 

be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall 

be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be 

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken 

it.  (All caps in LORD always signifies the name of God, Jehovah) 

- 4-6 

o Dressed like Elijah 

▪ 2 Kings 1:8 “… He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about 

his loins.  And he said, it is Elijah the Tishbite.” 

o He ate locusts and wild honey.  Either real locusts or more likely the pods from the 

locust tree which are a carob like fruit. 

o He testifies to Jesus’ pre-existence before His birth. 

▪ John 1:15 “John bare witness of Him, and cried, saying, This was He of 

whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for He was 

before me.”   

o John was three months older, so he was referring to Jesus’ pre-existence. 

o John took an unyielding stand against iniquity. The best example is Herod taking 

his brother’s wife and John condemning him for it which, eventually had him 

beheaded in prison. 

o John was chosen as a herald. 

▪ Luke 1:13-17 “But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy 

prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt 

call his name John.  And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall 

rejoice at his birth.  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall 

drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 

Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of the children of Israel 

shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spriti 

and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for 

the Lord.” 

 

 

 



- 7-9 

o Viper – the Pharisees equated this term with Genesis 3:15 – “And I will put enmity 

between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 

they head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.” This was very unpleasant language to 

them.  Jesus was calling them sons of Satan. 

o Pharisees – “Separatists” – The legalists, the ritualists, out of them came the 

traditions of the Talmudic Jew.  They added to what God said.  This is where they 

get their “oral” traditions.  Catholics, Mormons, and many others have this same 

type of “tradition” that is supposed to be a supplement to the Bible.  Really? 

o Sadducees – Liberalists, Rationalists, “Reformed” (modernists and humanists) 

▪ Denied the inspiration of the Word 

▪ Didn’t believe in the resurrection (which is why they were sad, you see) 

- 10-14 

o What a sermon! 

- 15-17 

o All righteousness? – Baptism is your public acknowledgement of your belief 

o All three were visible at this occasion – The Father’s voice, the Holy Spirit in the 

form of a dove shaped apparition, and the Son in Jesus Christ 

- Understanding a little more about John, go to the Gospel of John. 

o 1:6-9 

o 1:10-13 – sons of God is always used of a direct creation of God – always of angels 

in the Old Testament 

o 1:14-16 – “was before me”? John is three months older than Jesus so he is referring 

to his eternality 

o 1:17-20 – There were three highly anticipated men in Judaism: 

▪ The Messiah 

▪ Elijah – Malachi 4:5-6 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before 

the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn 

the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 

fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

▪ The Prophet of Moses – Deuteronomy 18:15 – “The LORD they God will 

raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like 

unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;” 

o 1:21-23 – The record of John – They were asking him who he thought he was. 

o 1:24-27 

o 1:28-31 – Behold the Lamb of God… Jewish title/ allusion to Passover and its 

model 

o 1:32-34 

- Why did Jesus insist on being baptized?  He was sinless yet wanted to identify with us 

because He would be in our shoes on the cross. 

- It was the formal opening of His ministry. 

- Again, the event was commemorated by the Trinity. 

- The Lamb of God 



o Jesus – John 1:29 – Jesus named 

o Abel – Genesis 4 – offered a more perfect sacrifice 

o Isaac – Genesis 22 – offered as the lamb 

o Passover – Exodus 12 – blood used to save the people 

o Person – Isaiah 53 – offered as a person 

o Kinsman-Redeemer – Revelation 5 – a Lamb on the throne 

o Glorified – Revelation 22 – forever exalted 

 


